
 

 

February 28, 2017 
 
 
Dear Lake Stevens School District families, 
  
After careful thought, consideration and discussion between district and school leaders, we have decided to 
open the new Stevens Creek Elementary School at the start of the 2018-19 school year rather than opening 
mid-year when the building is scheduled to be completed. 
  
We had previously planned to open in January 2018, moving during winter break. Our goal was to occupy the 
new school as soon as possible to relieve the extreme overcrowding in our elementary schools. 
  
After reviewing our plans following the boundary adjustment; looking at current student enrollment 
numbers; and speaking with impacted staff and families, we feel that the benefits of our original plan are 
overshadowed by the many difficulties associated with a mid-year move. The challenges of temporarily 
housing Stevens Creek students on multiple campuses and moving them into the new school mid-year may 
not be in their best interests academically, socially or emotionally. 
  
Construction of Stevens Creek Elementary remains on schedule and within budget and this was not a major 
consideration in this decision. However, deciding to open the school in September 2018 provides additional 
protection against unforeseen construction circumstances that might have kept us from our planned January 
opening. 
  
This decision does not impact the planned opening of the new Early Learning Center, which is also on 
schedule and will welcome students at the start of the 2017-18 school year. 
  
Postponing the opening of Stevens Creek means that our elementary schools will continue to be crowded for 
one more year. We will do all we can to keep class sizes as low as possible, but in some schools we simply 
don’t have capacity for additional teachers because no classrooms are available. We are looking at other 
ways to provide staff to schools to assist with the large number of students they will have. 
  
Because of this decision, the new elementary school boundaries will not go into effect until September 2018 
with the opening of Stevens Creek. Within the next two months we will establish middle school boundaries 
that will also go into effect at the beginning in the 2018-19 school year. 
  
District leaders and the school board will also be discussing policies regarding in-district and out-of-district 
variances. Any changes to policies or procedures regarding variances will be discussed and made during 
board meetings in March and April. Making these decisions now will give impacted families time to prepare 
and plan for any transitions. 
  



 

 

We are very fortunate to have the opportunity to build a new elementary school and Early Learning Center 
and we thank our community for their support. I understand that this news is a change from what we 
previously communicated, and that it will impact families in different ways. However, we feel confident in 
our decision because it was made in the best interest of our students and their learning, which is the guiding 
principle of our work. I thank you in advance for your continued patience and flexibility during this time of 
transition. 
  
If you have questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at tellus@lkstevens.wednet.edu or 
425-335-1500. 
  
Warm regards, 
 

  

Dr. Amy Beth Cook 
Superintendent 
Lake Stevens School District 
 
 
 
  
 


